Psychopathology of chronic haemodialysis: is it a behavioural cognitive continuum?
Neuropsychiatric complications of chronic renal haemodialysis cover a wide gamut of clinical syndromes. These pictures can be diagnostically classified as non-psychotic and psychotic-like syndromes. On the basis of a review of the literature, some nosological precisions are formulated, and a hypothesized cognitive-behavioural psychopathological continuum is presented. The hypothesis postulates that a central cognitive disturbance, due to multiple organic aetiopathogenic factors, results in a step-wise decline, initially disguised as an affective, neurotic or personality disorder, and further deteriorating into the well-known "dialysis dementia", with a variety of other clinical presentations in between. Additional research in the biological and psychosocial areas is needed to verify different aspects of these conditions, their validity in the context of the authors' hypothesis, and their relevance to the overall "quality of life" of chronic haemodialysis patients.